
The in-house magazine of Bharti Enterprises. BHARTI Vol. 3 Issue 1, Ju ly , 1 9 9 8 

M IRMVIN 

INDIA'S FIRST WORLD CLASS PRIVATE TELEPHONE 
SERVICE - ANOTHER FIRST FROM THE LEADER. 

I N D O R E , J U N E 4, 1998. . . History was made today at Indore when 

U n i o n Minister o f S t a t e for Te lecommunicat ions , Mr. Kabindra 

Purkayastha, inaugurated India's first fixed line te lephone service in the 

private sector. A historic milestone in te lecom liberalisation was 

attained today when Bhart i Enterprises, under its group company Bhart i 

Telenet, commercial ly launched AirTel , India's First World Class Private 

Telephone Service . Bhart i Te lenet is the coming together o f the two 

leaders, Bhart i Enterprises and Te lecom Italia. W i t h a planned 

investment o f Rs. 4 , 0 0 0 crore over the next 15 years, AirTel will cover 

the entire state of Madhya Pradesh. 

Present at the historic first call funct ion were C h i e f Minister of Madhya 

Pradesh, Shri Digvijay Singh; the Italian Ambassador, His Excel lency 

G a e t o n o Zucconi ; Chai rman, Telecom Commission, Mr. A.V. G o k a k ; 

and Chairman o f T R A I , Just ice S .S . Sodhi . 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Sunil Bhart i Mittal , C h a i r m a n and 

Managing Director, Bhart i Enterprises said that the launch o f the private 

te lephone service will provide a great fillip to the privatisation o f the 

basic te lecom sector. W i t h the launch of this service, Bhart i has taken a 

quantum leap in providing world class te lecom services to the Indian 

consumer. 

The first call on AirTel being made to the Prime Minister by Mr. K. Purkayastha. 

W i t h A i r T e l t e l e p h o n e services , the c u s t o m e r s in M a d h y a Pradesh 

will enjoy the advantages of instant connections, uninterrupted services, 

2 4 h o u r c u s t o m e r c a r e c e n t r e , a t t r a c t i v e tarif f packages and a range o f 

value added services . 

M E 

His Excellency 
Shu K.R. Narayanan 

Hon'ble President of India. 

A G 

Dear Shri Mittal, 

The President of India, 

Shri K.R. Narayanan, is happy to 

know that Bharti Enterprises is 

launching India's first private 

sector Fixed Line Network on 

commercial basis from Indore on 

4th June, 1998. 

The President sends his 

greetings on this occasion and 

wishes the project every success. 

With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Shri K. Satish Namhudiripad 

Deputy Press Secretary to the President. 

We are extremely happy to commercially 
launch India's first private fixed line service. 
The launch today clearly demonstrates that 
basic telephony projects can be implemented 
in the private sector. 

S I 
Mr. Rajan Bharti Mittal 

Managing Director, Bharti Telenet 

Sunil Bharti Mittal 
Chairman, Bharti Enterprises. 

Bharti Telenet will immeasurably 
contribute to making Madhya Pradesh an 
attractive location for major businesses. 

Ltd. 

We look forward to making significant 
contribution to. the development of Madhya 
Pradesh in collaboration with DOT. 

Mr. B.D. Khurana 
Executive Director, Bharti Telenet Ltd. 



Bharri Today 

C L 

A Hat Trick! 

Stores section of BTL bagged 'the maximum 
attendance award' for the third year. 

LEBRATCVJG WITH 
THE TEAM 
Bharti Telecom, Ludhiana celebrated its 

Annual Day on 13 th April '98 amidst lots of 

fun and festivity. Awards were given to 

members of the Bharti family for their 

performance in specific areas of management 

and administration. 

1. Best Housekeeping : Injection Moulding 
(Plastics Parts) Dept. 

2. Best Attendance : Stores Section 

3. Manager of ttie Year Mr. Ashwani Kachroo 
Manager (EE.) 

4. Executive of the Year : Mr. Manmohan Singh 
Mathroo-Sr. Eng. (QA) 

5. Best Worker : Ms. Paramjit Kaur 

6. Best Suggestion : Mr. Gurbachan Singh 

7. Best Quality Circle ; "Uttam" 

8. T.Q.M. Quality Award : Gurgaon unit Col. Rajiva Sharma GM (W) Gurgaon receiving 
" T Q M Quality Award" from Sh. R.B. Mittal • MD. 

LEAKING 
NEW GROUNDS 

Mr B. D, Khurana, E D & CEO, Bharti 

Telenet Ltd. was invited to address the 

C D M A World Congress held in 

Singapore on 24th June '98, and to share 

his experience in the telecom field. 

Mr. Khurana outlined the services and 

features being offered to the customers in 

India and critical fectors for the success of 

C D M A W L L networking in the country. 

T h e address was well received by all 

present at the Congress. 

I T I R 
HOUrHEIill liltCOM 

H, )LIDAY TIME FOR AIRTEL CHANNEL PARTNERS 

In order to a c k n o w l e d g e t h e c h a n n e l par tners c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e success o f A i r Tel as the 

coun t ry ' s n u m b e r o n e ce l lular p h o n e service , t h e c h a n n e l par tners were t a k e n o n a short v a c a t i o n 

to B a n g k o k and P h u k e t . T h e hol iday b r o u g h t a b o u t a greater level o f c o n f i d e n c e as well as h igher 

i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e c o m p a n y p e r s o n n e l and t h e c h a n n e l par tners . W e t h a n k our c h a n n e l 

par tners for the i r sus ta ined efforts in m a k i n g AirTe l t h e best ce l lu lar p h o n e service in India . 

TREND SETTERS 
Bharti Dura-Line has undertaken 

"Concept Selling" in a big way to 

promote internationally accepted 

permanently lubricated S I L I C O R E ™ 

HDPE Telecom Ducts in the country. 

T h e latest concept proposed is laying of 

empty ducts for future usage i.e. 'Real Estate 

Value Underground'. 

This concept of laying of empty ducts has been 

accepted by M/s IRCON International Ltd. They have procured 

100 kms of SILICORE™ HDPE Telecom Ducts to be laid 

along the railroad from Baroda to Ahmedabad. This duct shall 

be laid along with direct buried armoured Optic Fibre Cable. 

This concept will set a trend for Bharti Dura-Line to attract 

their potential customers. O n e more step from Bharti in 

providing new direction to the Telecom Sector. 

ORDLESS TAG-ALONGS 
Siemens Telecom launched a consumer promotion scheme for 

the month of June '98. The scheme offered a 

variety of gifts with the cordless range P600 

& P 6 4 5 . T h e gifts i n c l u d e d Phi l ips EM 

& A M p o c k e t radio. 

Philips travel alarm 

clock and a set of 5 

H M V cassettes by 

Lata Mangeshkar. 

H E N E W E N T R A L ^ 

Siemens Telecom recendy introduced the latest models 
in mobile phone - SIO Active, S6 Classic and SLIO. 
The new entrants are already making their presence felt 
in the market. 
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A IRTEL - TAKING ITS SERVICES 
TO THE VALLEYS OF H.R 
AirTel, India's finest cellular phone 

service has once again created a 

milestone by expanding its services to 

the scenic valleys of Kullu and 

Manali. With this expansion, customers 

can enjoy seamless mobile telephony over large parts of Himachal 

Pradesh. AirTel offers the widest coverage area that stretches across Shimla, 

Solan, Parwanoo, Baddi, Chail, Naldera, Barog, Kullu and Manali. Besides 

these services, cellular handsets and pre-paid SIM Cards will also be available 

to the subscribers at the retail points. 

Ace cricketer Ajay Jadeja 
inaugurating AirTel Connect in 
Shimla on 3rd August, 1998. 

IRTEL'S SMART MOVE 
O n 10th June '98, AirTel introduced Smart Roam services. T h e first of 

its kind in India, it would enable its customers to use the benefits of AirTel 

Cellular Service all around India as well as around the world by just one 

number. 

TTie Smart Roam facility is totally automatic with 

seamless coverage, exceptional speech clarity and 

customer care support. The AirTel subscribers can 

now travel around the world without the trouble 

of leaving a forwarding number and address. 

A YEAR OF ACHIEVEMENTS 

5adership is about taking an 
organisation to a place where It 
would not have otherwise gone 
without you, In a value adding, 

measurable way. 
• 

George M. C. Fisher 

I I lOLIDAY 
CONNECTION 

AirTel launched the Himachal Holiday 

Card - a pre-activated SIM Card for tourists on the hills. 

This Card provides instant access to AirTel's Mega 

Millennium Network in Himachal. T h e Holiday Card 

enables users to control their expenditure and make 

savings without any monthly rental or security deposits. 

Tourists can now drive on the roads surrounding the silent 

hills, secure in the knowledge tbit they can connect to the 

rest of the world, any time. 

\ 

G-Tel celebrated its achievements on its annual day on 18th April , 1998 . T h e occasion was graced by Mr. Rakesh B. Mit ta l ( M D ) , 

Mr. O.K. Agarwal ( Dir. H R D ) , Mr. Viresh Dayal (Dir. Operat ions) and 

Mr. H.S . Manhas ( Sr. V . R - T Q M ) . 

This year has been a fruitful year for G-Tel . It completed its target 

and produced 3.02 lac numbers of EPBTs. T h e highlight of the year 1997- 98 

was the achievement of I S O 9 0 0 2 cert i f icat ion. A n ode to the hardwork 

of everyone at G-Tel . 

As a means to encourage and celebrate the noteworthy moments, the 

Trophies for Best Worker, Best Executive and Best Manager were awarded 

to Mr. Mortu Thanekar , Mr. V incent Gracias and Mr. T.K. Kerkar 

respectively, by Mr. Rakesh B. Mittal. It was a day of cheer for all present 

on the occasion. 

Mr. Y. G. Pai Raiker addressing the gathering. 
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THE 
JOURNEY 

T H E L A N D M A R K S -

May, 1996 - Bhart i Telenet bids for 

providing basic te lecom services in 

MR 

February, 1997 - D o T awards letter 

of intent to Bharti Telenet . Bhart i 

Telenet becomes first company to 

sign the l icence & interconnect 

agreement with DoT. 

June 4, 1998- AirTel, India's fkst 

world class private fixed line 

telephone service is launched. 

T H E P A R T N E R -

Telecom Italia, world's sixth largest 

telecom company with an installed 

capacity of 2 8 million fixed lines 

and 6 million cellular subscribers in 

Italy alone. T h e company with an 

operating revenue of U S D 28 

billion has extensive experience in 

operating fixed telephony, cellular 

and value added services. 

T H E N E T W O R K -

Bharti Telenet has deployed 

C D M A W L L (Wireless in local 

loop ) to provide reliable service to 

subscribers which is free from cable 

network. Using C D M A in local 

loop, B T N L is able to cover the 

entire city with only 3 to 4 base 

stations. This results in quick 

deployment and faster roll out. 

R O L L O U T P L A N -

TTie full blown network will have 

five regional centres - Indore, 

Bhopal, Raipur, Gwalior and 

Jabalpur. T h e Indore launch will be 

followed by Bhopal, Raipur, Gwalior 

and Jabalpur. 

W L L T E C H N O L O G Y A T W O R K 

I am pleased to learn that AirTel, India's first 
ever private sector Basic Telephone Service is 
being launt̂ hed by Bharti Enterprises at Indore 
in Madhy-a FVadesh. It is the beginning of a new 
era in the history of Indian Telecommunica-
tions. The Telecom Sector was opened up for 
private sector under a well considered policy 
The launch afifirms the trust reposed by the 
Government in the capacity of private 
enterprises to supplement Government s efforts 
in setting up essentiid infnistructure. I 
understand Bharti Enterprises has set 
up the project within a short span of 
12 months. My congratulations to 
the Management and Staff of Bharti 
Enterprises on achieving this 
commendable feat. 
My best wishes to AirTel for a bright 
future. 

Kabindra Purkayastha 
Minister of Sune for Cimmunicaiions 

C o m m e r c i a l 
Local axchange 

1. Theme launch show. 

2 . Dignitaries at the AirTel launch. 

3 . M S U at Pardesipura. 

4. AirTel Connect at Sapna Sangeeta Road. 

5 . Mr. Digvijay Singh inaugurating M S U premises 
of AirTel. 

6 . Shekhar Suman and Pooja Batra at the theme 
launch show. 

7 . Mr. K. Purkayastha inaugurating the switch. 

8 . Mr. Ajay Jadeja inaugurating AirTel Connect . 

I am immensely pleased to learn 
that Bharti Telenet Limited is 
launching the nation's first basic 
Telephone Services in private 
sector on 4th June from the 
State's commercial centre, 
Indore. I hope that the 
beginning of world class 
telephone services in the private 
sector by Bharti will go a long 
way in improving the telecom 
infrastructure needs of the state. 

On the cKcasion, I convey my 
best wishes to Bharti and its 
partner, Telecom Italia, for the 
success of the venture. 

Digvijay Singh 
Chief Minister, 
Madhyu Pradesh 
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INHI^ 

PATE T E L E P 
S E R V I C E 

I am delighted to learn that Bharti 
Telenet Limited is launching its 
commercial service in the State on 
the 4th of June, 1998. 1 have no 
doubt that this would usher in a 
new era of modem and reliable 
telecommunication facilities in the 
State and prepare it for the 
challenges of the 21st century. 1 do 
hope that the Company would give 
special attention to rural areas which 
are not adequately served by the 
existing telecommunication 
network. 
With best wishes, 

Dr. Bhai Mahavir 
Governor, Madhya Pradesh 

MVT THE JUNE 4 
REVOLUTION 

1 am very happy to leam that 
Bharti Enterprises will be launching 
their Basic Telecom Project on 
commercial basis at Indore in 
Madhya Pradesh on 4/6/1998. This 
will be India's first such project and 
will certainly work the beginning of a 
new era in the history of Indian 
telecommunications. The launch, I 
am sure, will reaffirm the trust 
Government has in the capacity of 
private enterprise to supplement 
Government's efforts in providing 
essential infrastructure throughout 
the country. 
1 wish the project all success and a 
bright future. 

Sushma Swaraj 
Minister of Communication 

IRfl 5m M Sf5 ^ ^ idltill ^ t o 
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"Opm-up the telecom sector" 
was what the Government 

did aver; 

"We'll revolutionize 
telecommunications forever" said 

Mr. Sunil Mittal, with great fervour. 

And so over a year ago 
a story began with much glow; 

From a city which we all 
adore 

Central India's business-hub, 
Indore. 

First came a comprehensive survey 
taking many a M.P's 

cities in its sway; 

When the.homework was completed 
the 'action was eagerly awaited. 

Towers that were really strange 
on buildings, made 
their appearance; 

Trenches came up on the 
roadside with latest 

'ol^tical fibres' itiside. 
June 4 '98 goes down in history 
as Bharti Telenet's day of glory; 

as it is now... 
the first Indian company in private 

sector 
that's "Basic Telephone 

Service" provider. 
Kudos to the Bharti team 
with toil and sweat they 

realized a dream; 
With pride we can all say 

"Bharti's been unique 
all the way." 

Rajat Chatterjee 
Indore 

(A prospective subscriber's view) 

THE COVERAGE AREA 


