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Dear Colleagues,

5 BN '
( - J At the outset, let me take this opportunity to congratulate all of you fo'r having Ai rTel hrings Indiaa nd
o successfully seen-off the year 1998, a year of momentous happenings in Bharti
_—J Enterprises. Milestones were achieved in every area of Telecommunications Sevc“e“es closer
busmesls, singularly |mportant being the launch of the first private basic telecom ndia and SeydiiBtbntestd into a* Josint
service in the country in the state of Madhya Pradesh. ‘
‘ Business Council agreement at Le

Mr. B.D. Khurana,  History was created on June 04, 1998, when with the launch of commercial
ED, BINL (M) senyices at Indore by Bharti telenet Ltd,. the long-cherished dream of ours of Meridian, New Delhi on March 23, *99. The

becoming the first private basic telephone operator in India came true. The event, apart from being a
landmark achievement for Bharti, also reinforced the faith and confidence that the Indian Government
had placed on the private sector. It was made possible by a tireless & committed effort and dedication

of the Bharti Telenet team, quided all along by a focused Top-management mission and Corporate ‘ Hon'ble \'f:' o eE Pr‘éﬁlé\edrssHAhu;( M'CHEL
of the Repy

support. Our external partners, in world leaders like Telecom ltalia and other quality vendors, had also i
a significantly important role to play in the feat and our heart-felt thanks to all of them. The customer .\ “ : ﬁ E;?ﬁ
reaction to the entry of Airtel basic services in MP was once again testimony of the niche that Bharti ‘ =

has created for itself in the field of Telecommunications. ‘

Today, the network is operational at Indore, Bhopal and Gwalior & surrounding areas, and poised for
launch at Raipur and Jabalpur shortly. Bharti Telenet's Fibre Optic Network between Indore, Bhopal
and Gwalior, the first phase of a 3,100 kms. long network has become operational. Systematic project-
planning and a focused approach and above all, an exemplary team-spirit has become the culture at agreement was signed by Mr. Sunil Bharti

BTL, determining success all the way. Mittal representing FICCI and Mr. Jamshed
The year 1999-2000 will be the year of consolidation for Basic services in MP. | am sure with the '
enthusiasm of the team, we shall enter the new millennium with more laurels to our credit on the way
to becoming the customers best choice.

Pardiwalla on behalf of Seychelles
Chambers of Commerce & Industry, in the

Once again wishing you all the best, presence of H.E., Mr. James Alix Michel,

Bl hoa a8
Bhagwan D. Khurana
Executive Director
Bharti Telenet Limited (MP Project) ‘ two Countries.

Vice President of the Republic of

Seychelles. Discussions were held on

possible opportunities for trade between the

NOW ON THE NET

Bharti BT Internet Limited, a joint venture

company between Bharti Enterprises and British
Telecommunications plc., has been awarded a
National ISP license by the Department of

Telecommunications, Government of India.

BBIL has been awarded Category - A license that allows it to offer a range W~ Annual Day at Ludhiana...Page 2
of Internet services to both corporates and individuals across the country. @ Annual Day at Shimla...Page 3
As a first - phase operation, BBIL plans to launch its portfolio of services ‘ @ BCL Magic at work ...Page 2

@ Gwalior Launch story...Page 4
) ; TS @@ Cricket Masters at Bharti...Page 3
services to all other prominent cities in the country over the next 18 A MubiiMore -

in Delhi, Mumbai and Bangalore with subsequent plans of extending the

months.




Seminar on Telecom Policy

FICCI, in association with CII, organised a
national seminar on Formulation of New
National Telecom Policy at New Delhi on
February 5, ’99. Mr. Sunil Bharti Mittal chaired
the seminar and delivered the theme address.

The New Policy Highlights :
TRAI Strenghtened y
® To arbitrate dispute between Government Mr. Sunil B. Mittal addressing the
as the licensor, & licensee audience at the seminar.
® To decide upon the need for more fixed and
cellular operators.
Fixed Line Telephony Opened up
@ Multiple fixed service providers permitted
® Cable service providers can now offer two-way voice and data communication.
Competition in National Long Distance Telephony
® Private Operators can offer national long distance telephony from
January 01, 2000.
Revenue sharing regime for new licenses
DoT to be corporatised
Cellular service from DoT/MTNL
Universal access levy
However :
® Mechanism for transition from existing license fee regime to revenue sharing is
not yet clear.
@ Decision on Internet Telephony postponed.

What it means to Bharti :

The Policy opens up new vistas for the private sector by permitting multiple fixed
service providers in circles and proposing to open the national long distance telephony
by January 01, 2000. Bharti Enterprises, as India’s first provider of fixed line service
is well poised to emerge as a leading provider of fixed line services in North India by
entering circles, where there are no operators at present. National long distance
telephony is the second opportunity that Bharti can exploit. Bharti already has over
3,100 km. long transmission backbone network in the central state of Madhya Pradesh.
The modalities for the opening up of national long distance telephony is to be
announced in consultation with TRAI by August 15, 1999.

Hailed as the world’s most prestigious quality event, the 9*
World Congress on Total Quality was held on January 8-10, 99
at Hotel Oberoi Towers, Mumbai. The event was organised in

Quality Assurance, and supported by quality organisations world
wide, including the World Quality Council. The theme of the

mﬂﬂ gg 9" Congress was ‘ Challenge of Sustainable Excellence in the
9t 21% Century’.

WORLD %zlﬂiss Mr. Rakesh Bharti Mittal, Managing Director, Bharti Telecom

TOTAL QUALITY represented Bharti Enterprises at this quality convention and

addressed the prestigious gathering. Mr. H.S. Manhas,
Sr. VP (TQM), also participated in the convention.

Mr. Rakesh B. Mittal
at the congress

/n Joday's (Jorld there are lwo kinds of companies
. Jhe Puick and the dead!

G-Tel diversifies its product range

Goa Telecommunications & Systems Ltd. has
developed two innovative products, Boss Secretary
System (BSS) and Caller Line Identification Presentation
Unit (CALLER ID) - both value additions in its telecom ' Lt
product range.

affiliation with India’s Institute of Directors, UK’s Institute of

® wrmrre f

Balle, Balle! Baisakhi
Its Annual Day in Ludhiana!

Thel2" Annual Day celebrations at Bharti Telecom’s Ludhiana
unit coincided with the auspicious occasion of Baisakhi and
tricentenary
celebrations of the
% Birth of Khalsa Panth
; on April 14. Adding
excitement to the
occasion was the
presence of Mr. Sunil
*. Bharti Mittal,

Chairman, as Chief
Guest at the function,
along with Mr. Rakesh
Bharti Mittal, M.D. and

Mr. V.J. Prakash, E.D. MrIgbal Singh Mr Dharam Singh ~ Miss Santosh Kumari
Best Worker of the Best Manager of the  Best Executive of the
year 98-99 year 98-99 year 98-99

The grand event was

attended by all members of Ludhiana unit along with their families.
The celebrations began with Shri Akhand Path Bhog ceremony in
the morning. Later, the stage came alive with captivating dances,
songs and skits by
Bharti employees and
their children.

Annual awards and
prizes for various
events and
competitions
including drawing
and sports activities, were presented during the function.
Addressing the audience, Mr. Sunil Bharti Mittal emphasised the
need for greater consciousness in the areas of quality and cost to
achieve gxcellencé in the face of liberalisation and global

Drawing Competition for Children

competigzl.
The exditing day ended on a tasty note with everybody partaking
in a sumptuous lunch.

$, "99
with Magic. Magic Ready Cellular Card was
launched by Airtel, Delhi with impressive

‘%‘ i~ advertising and media support, with the
» ‘Magic dalo, Say hello’ campaign.
W Positioned as ‘the simplest way to go
ol " _j cellular’, Magic received a

phenomenal response.

With the launch of Magic,
) Bharti Cellular has
i targeted at people h %

who think going cellular f

is expensive and complicated.

The marketing strategy behind i

this innovative and exciting idea ’ L ARSI g
has left no stones unturned to

reach as wide an audience as possible, and make the
service easily available across Delhi.




~ Bharti Cellular wins the first Bharti Cricket Masters in style

Bharti Cricket Masters, became a first time
group-wide cricketing extravaganza held in
March, ‘99 - another inspiring new chapter,
initiated to augment the spirit of camaraderie and

togetherness in the entire Bharti Enterprises family.

The first tournament of this event was organised at

IIT Delhi Grounds, which resounded with the throbbm&spmt of cricket-

winner in a spirited clash with Rest of
Bharti. AirTel amassed 212 runs, losing
just six wickets, in the stipulated 30
overs, which Rest of Bharti team found
hard to beat. The jubilant AirTel, Delhi !
team won by a margin of 56 runs, |
defeating rest of Bharti convincingly.

3 Negi of the same team
with the Best Bowler and
eries awards. Alok Rampal
P was awarded the only
of théfournament award while Vijay S. Sen of Rest of Bharti walked
e Best Batsman Award. While there were wins & loses, the fun and
—Spirit behm the event touched all hearts. Capt. S.S. Yadav, Mgr. (Admn.) at
head office, Mehrauli was felicitated for his excellent organising of the
tournament.

Bharti Cellular - Winners

scores and much
\
more. ¥

The Cricket challenge came
to an exciting finale on
Sunday, March 28 with
AirTel, Delhi emerging the

Rest of Bharti-Runners up

Bharti Cricket Masters will be an annual event to look forward to, from now on.

Technology on the move
Bharti BT gets ready for Highway Automation

The teams at a glance
Bharti Cellular Ltd.

Bharti BT Internet Ltd.

Rajesh Dudeja, Sharad Sharma, Mahesh, Rajeev Luthra,
Imrish Singh, Akhil Verma, Akash Goel, Gurinder Sahni,
Gurmeet, Sharad Gupta, Dushyant.

Bharti Comtel Ltd.

Rakesh Sood, Sunil Arora, Rajnish Arora, Sandeep Arora,
Brijesh, Neeraj Arora, Vikas, Praveen, Girdhari, Rakesh
Sheoran, Barinder, Surinder, Mahinder, Joginder Kumar.

Bharti Telenet Ltd. (MP Project)

Alok Rampal, Dharmendra Bade, Manish Dixit, Mukesh
Agarwal, Prasad Rautroy, Pravartan Shukla, Praveen
Agarwal, Rahul Verma, Rajiv Sharma, Ramanjeet Singh, Sapan
Ghugre, Sanjay  Dakwale, Sanjay Khosla,
Shailender Singh.

Sanjay Kapoor, Sonal Khurana, R.P. Singh, Amit Adya,
Bijender Singh, Narender Singh Negi, Simoes Lal, Shabbar
Abdi, Alok Kr. Singh, Christoper Tobit, Viond Kr. Sharma,
Sadat Zaman, Mayank Chawla, Dinesh Singh Negi

Siemens Telecom Ltd.

Sandeep Mushran, B.N. Subramanyan, A.K Arsi, D.S. Rawat,
AK. Chatterjee, Shubhojit Bhattacharya, Gulshan Kumar,
litender Grover, Anurag Shanker, Shravan Kr. Govil, Rakesh
Kr., Naval Punj, S.S. Bisht

Rest of Bharti
V.D. Moorthy, S.S. Yadav, Gagandeep Singh, Vijay Singh
Sen, Satish Dabral, N.Srikant, D.N. Sharma, Ashwani Kumar,

To monitor the movement of goods on highways, truck
mounted GPS (Global Positioning Systems) are used
around the world. Sparsh Communications is
implementing a similar project using indigenous
technology in India.

Bharti BT will be associated with this ambitious project
by implementing a 700 site VSAT

network for

Highway X
Automation Systems. This is

the largest order for

N.K. Tyagi, Suraj, E.V. Rajeevan, Subhash Binjola, VSAT: in the shared- / 1

Parsuram. hub market in the E‘ IS L
country. _E’_

The service being

offered by Sparsh is fleet management wherein movement

of trucks will be tracked. The Bharti - BT team at Bangalore,

excited at bagging the prestigious assignment, is working

all round to make it a success.

- By K S Manjunath, Bharti B T.

National Conference on Telecommunications

The Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) organised a National Conference on
Telecommunications at New Delhi on
February 10, ’99. Mr. Jagmohan, Hon’ble
Minister for Communications, was the
Chief Guest at the conference. Mr. Sunil
Bharti Mittal summed up the critical
issues facing the telecom industry in the

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
oN

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

CREATIVITY

Mr. Mittal delivering the concluding remarks at the CII GI’QG/I.UI.[y 75 ofz'eam[ny / lbyS /Adl never were
conference. Also seen are Mr. Jagmohan, Hon'ble
Minister for Communications and Justice S. S. Sodhi,

Chairman, TRAI amongst others.

and’ saying £ wﬂjl/ not”’

country.

AirTel, Shimla celebrates birthday bash in style

February Ist, saw the completion of two years of successful AirTel operations in the hills of Himachal Pradesh.
To mark the occasion, an impressive get together was organised at Hotel Holiday Home,

% Shimla

'S

Yeon : g ! L : . 3

=5 ° 2 Keeping up the tradition of family feeling, all members of AirTel Shimla and their
) Sfamilies were invited to the celebrations and a sumptuous lunch. The presence of
Mr. Rajan B. Mittal, M D, Mr. Hemant Sachdev and Mr. Pawan Kapoor lent a distinct

aura to the spirit of the occasion.

Col. O. P. Au
Mpr. Rajan B. Mittal congratulated Col. O. P. Aurora, AVP (Proj. & Ops.) and his team, and lauded (fu,. R(,,-u,,l 1;’_":45,’:;,”

the role of each employee in the growth of the company. He also greeted every employee and their families on this filedhe stV

Jubilant occasion.



Mr. Madhav R. Scindia cutting the ribbon while Mr.
Digvijay Singh CM. M.R and Mr Sunil B. Mittal look on.

X

LH

harti Telenet, India's first fixed line telephone service provider in the private sector,
launched the third leg of its basic telecom services in Gwalior and Malanpur. The historic

first-call event was conducted on March 20, '99.

Mr. Digvijay Singh, Chief Minister

of M.P. formally launched the

services, while Mr. Madhav Rao

Scindia, Member of Parliament,

inaugurated the backbone network

to carry long distance calls between

Gwalior, Indore and Bhopal. Mr. Sunil

Bharti Mittal, Chairman & Group Il\u:

Managing Director, Bharti Enterprises, Mr. 'T 3 !

Rakesh Bharti Mittal, Managing Director, —

Bharti Enterprises and Mr. Rajan Bharti Inaugurating the MSU - Mr. Mﬂm :
Singh, Mr. Sunil B. Mittal and Mr. Rakesh B. Mittal =

Mittal, Joint Managing Director, Bharti

Enterprises and Managing Director, Bharti Telenet, were present at the function.

Gwalior says Hello! i

Breaking new

Underground
BTNL’s underground Fibre Optic Network
connecting Indore, Bhopal and Gwalior
MSUs has become operational. This being
the first phase of the state of art 3100
km long network, will later connect the
MSUs to Jabalpur and Raipur.

Expected to cost Rs.100 crores, the

Backbone Network involves laying of
specially designed armoured optical fibre
cable at 1- 1.5 mtrs depth. The Backbone
Network passing through built up areas
utilizes Bharti Dura-Line’s silicore coated
HDPE ducts and advanced blowing
equipment. This will cater not only to
BTNL’s own network, but also to other
private telecom operators who need to
transmit data, voice and even Internet
services.

The relentless efforts of the Transmission
team have made this achievement possible
for Bharti Telenet.

The first ever three-way radio 4

conferencing on a private lr e Cre ate ‘
basic telecom network ‘
between Gwalior, Bhopal and Indore held on this occasion clearly brought out the technological
prowess of the AirTel network. With Gwalior and Malanpur getting the network on-line, AirTel’s
world-class service is now available in 7 cities of M.P. which include Indore, Bhopal, Dewas,

Pitampur and Mandideep. The next two regions awaiting the launch of AirTel - Telecom Services

shortly are Raipur and Jabalpur.

AirTel is making rapid progress in its plan of connecting all major cities of M.P. through a 3100

km.-long optical fibre network (see Inset). Over 2100 kms of the network has already been built

up in just nine months! With an expected investment of Rs. 4000 crores over the next 15 years,
AirTel plans to connect and cover the entire state.

Later in the day, Nafisa Joseph, former Miss India, and Aly
Khan, well known TV personality and anchor, inaugurated the

P

first AirTel Connect in the city. The special evening organised

|
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Colours Galore - —-
Suneetha Rao performs! The A



